[A case of advanced adenocarcinoma of the lung which maintained complete response for 5 years by treatment with gefitinib].
A 73-year-old woman smoker presented with dyspnea on exertion due to massive left pleural effusion. A CT scan after drainage of the pleural effusion demonstrated a nodule in the left lung, and cytology of the pleural effusion showed adenocarcinoma. We diagnosed advanced adenocarcinoma of the lung, and clinical stage IIIB. Chemotherapy with carboplatin and docetaxel was discontinued after the second course because of anorexia, and gefitinib was administered from October 2004. The lung nodule and pleural effusion had disappeared on CT by November 2004. A complete response continued for 5 years. We report a 5-year complete response in a case of advanced adenocarcinoma of the lung by treatment with gefitinib.